MILAX ABDICATES.                        349

such military reputation as Servia had gained in the
second campaign of 1877.    Domestic quarrels in the
royal household soon became a public scandal.    The
king had married a beautiful Russian lady, Natalie
Kesckho, daughter of a colonel in the Imperial arm}*,
who traced her descent from the old Counts of Baux.
From the first the two disagreed, and their opposite
political sympathies increased their private differences.
The queen was a strong partisan of Russia, the king
a friend of Austria ; she longed to support the Czar ;
her husband publicly declared Pansiavism to be u the
enemy of Servia," and  avowed  that  he would  be
neutral   in   any  Austro-Russian   war.     At   last  he
obtained a divorce from his wife, and at once granted
a new and much more liberal constitution than that
of 1869.   The most important article was that which
made all classes of the community, and not peasants
alone, eligible as  deputies,  but  one-fourth   of  the
National Assembly was still to be nominated by the
king.    Freedom of the press and the lowering of the
suffrage were also points of the new charter, which,
in  spite of Russian  bribes,  was   accepted   by  the
Assembly early in 1889.    The king did not, however,
long remain to guide the nation under the new con-
stitution which  he had given  it    Exhausted with
worries, domestic and political, broken in health and
prematurely old, he suddenly resigned on the 6th of
March of the same year in favour of his son Alexander,
a lad of thirteen, and appointed three Regents, the
chief of whom was the same M. Ristic the 4* Cavour
of Servia," who had  been  Regent during his own
minoritv.